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THE ALDINE. 




WHAT SHALL WE NAME THE BABY? 

The name of a baby is a question of great import- 
ance to a young married couple, and worthy, no 
doubt, of the serious consideration that is generally 
bestowed upon it. As practical Mrs. Glass remarked, 
in her famous recipe for dressing a hare, " First catch 
your hare," we venture to hint that it is necessary 
to first have your baby. This trifle having been at- 
tended to, the naming of the little darling is next in 
order. We will suppose, if you please, that it is a 
tiny representative of the softer and fairer sex, and 
that it has a host of aunts, and grand-aunts, and fe- 
male cousins, and, at least, one grandmother. It 
will have the last, anyhow ; for if its papa's mother 
is not alive, its mamma's mother — the dreadful 
mother-in-law — is, and is likely to continue so. Its 
papa is sure of that, — much surer than its mamma, 
who thinks her mother delicate, and who intends, if 
she can, to perpetuate the name of the old lady in the 
person of the young one. The three are together — 
not the mother-in-law, and the happy papa and 
mamma, don't suppose it — but the two last, and the 
baby. Baby is in the cradle, sound asleep, so papa 
and mamma begin : 

She. What shall we name her, John ? 

He. Let me see. What do you think of Margaret 
Ann ? (He has a sister of that name.) 

She. I think we might find a shorter name, dear. 

He. Yes ; Ann alone would be shorter. 

She. No child of ours ought to be an article, love. 

He. An article ? 

She. Of course. Isn't an an article — the indefinite 
article ? See your Lindley Murray. 

He. As you were about to say, Mary, it is import- 
ant" that we should not only give the child a good 
name — .one that she will like, herself, when she 
grows up — but the right name — the one that will 
indicate and suit her temperament — her character. 
The ancients, as I told you once, were very partic- 
ular in naming their children. 

She. Did you, dear? Then I must have forgotten it. 

He. Very likely ; you have so much to think about 
now. Hear what Paracelsus says : " It behoveth one 
to be wary in choosing a name for his offspring ; 
since it hath been proven by Avicenna and Averr- 
hoes, among the Arabians, as well as by those re- 
nowned leeches of antiquity, Galen and Hippocrates, 
that there is a peculiar virtue in some names, the 
wearers whereof are ever fortunate and prosperous, 
while certain others cast a malign and unfavorable in- 
fluence over their horoscope. The alchemical philos- 
ophers were of this belief, one of whom, the famous 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Jerome Cardan, of Paris, declares that a subtle and 
powerful spirit dwelleth and worketh in words. God, 
he says, called our great progenitor Adam, which sig- 
nifieth the red earth out of which he was made, and 
our first mother Chavah, or Eve, which signifieth that 
she was taken from the side of the man. Pie likewise 
named all the four-footed kind ; the Lion signifying 
the strength of that dreaded and cruel beast ; the 
Horse, the generous and faithful nature of that divine 
bestowal to the unborn generations ; with divers 
others, embracing therein the birds, whereof the 
eagle is monarch, besides the fishes of the sea." Isn't 
it interesting? 

She. Rather; — but I don't see what it has to do 
with naming our baby. 

He. I'm coming to that. Here it is : " There is an 
especial virtue in the names of woman. Marguerite, 
a happy name, wherewith the Trouveres were used 
to crown their queens of poesy, signifies that precious 
little flower which in England is miscalled the Day's 




ALDINE TEMPLER. 

Eye. Theodora is one whom God hath given. The 
Divine Wisdom is manifest in Sophia, which, me- 
seemeth, is the reason why so few dames " — he's get- 
ting sarcastic — is Paracelsus. I'll skip a page or 
two. Mary — he's too complimentary to Mary. 

She. What does he write about Mary ? 

He. Oh, he derives the name from Mare, the 
Latin word for the Sea, implying, I suppose, that all 
Marys are seas of delight to their husbands ; while / 
derive it from the English word Mare, which, when 
gray, you know, is the better horse. I begin to be- 
lieve it. 

She. But our baby's name ? 

He. We have not thought it out yet. 



She. I have. 

He. What is it ? 

She. Minerva ! 

He. A splendid name; but. not quite suitable. 

She. It is mother s name ! 

He. I know ; but it is too queenly, and all that, for 
Dumpling there. 

She. I'm sorry you don't like it. 

He. It isn't what / like, ox you like, darling girl ; it 
is what will best indicate the character of the child. 

She. Then, you won't let me name her after 
mother? 

He. I didn't say so. 

She. Then you will ? 

He. I didn't say so. 

She. I promise that you shall name the next. 

Of course it is settled, then and there, that the 
baby is to be named Minerva. 

Speaking of names, reminds us that The Aldine 
is in a fair way to immortalize itself, and others. 
The ladies now wear it in the shape of an Aldine 
Polonaise, and trample it under their feet in the mazes 
of an Aldine Polka-Mazourka ; and they will soon 
wrap it about them in -the web and woof of an Aldine 
Flannel. The gentlemen of California imbibe it spir- 
itually in an Aldine Saloon; and it has lately made 
one lady in Chicago happy, for she has an Aldine 
Baby — Aldine Templer. Here is how it happened, 
if we may trust a tricksy little sprite, who claims the 
right to sing for the baby's father : 

THE BABY'S NAME. 

What should we name the baby ? 

We thought of a dozen names ; 
Some were my wife's relations, 

Some were my early flames. 
Bessy, I said, is pretty, 

And so is Alice and Grace. 
1 was always sweet upon Alice ? 

It was only before your face ! 

Elizabeth is too common ; 

I'm certain I don't like Jane; 
Laura ? — I once knew a Laura, 

And she was dreadfully vain ! 
Rose ? — Pretty, but too poetic. 

What do you think of Kathleen ? 
So, puzzling over the matter, 

We picked up the last Aldink. 

— It must be something expressive 

Of her little mind and heart ; 
Suggestive of books and pictures, 

And the happy world of Art ; 
Original, too, and uncommon — 

" I think I know what you mean." 
— And that's the way our baby 

Came to be named Aldine. 



